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PhD level research includes the independent development of research questions, planning and 
conducting of the work to answer the posed question, and communicating the results and implications 
of this research in oral (presentations, thesis defense) and written (thesis, manuscript for peer-review) 
form. Research conducted for a PhD is original and novel and significantly contributes to the field of 
science. 

The following lists expectations for PhD graduates within GPMSL  

- By the end of the first year, the graduate student has formed a solid research plan (3-5 page 
proposal) and an advisory committee 

- The student has annual committee meetings where the research plan is reviewed and if 
necessary, revised. A revision of the research plan is outlined in the annual committee report 


