


Why are there contaminants in my drinking water? 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 



 MCLG MCL,      
 or TT, or Your Range Sample   

Contaminants MRDLG MRDL Water Low 



                      

Important Drinking Water Definitions 
 

                      Term Definition  

MCLG 
MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a contaminant in drinking 
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a 

margin of safety. 

 

MCL 
MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a contaminant that is 

allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the 
best available treatment technology. 

 

SMCL 

EPA does not enforce these "secondary maximum contaminant levels" or "SMCLs." 
They are established only as guidelines to assist public water systems in managing 

their drinking water for aesthetic considerations, such as taste, color and odor. These 
contaminants are not considered to present a risk to human health at the SMCL. 

 

TT TT: Treatment Technique: A required process intended to reduce the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water. 

 

AL AL: Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers 
treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. 

 

Variances and Exemptions Variances and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a 
treatment technique under certain conditions. 

 

MRDLG 
MRDLG: Maximum residual disinfection level goal. The level of a drinking water 

disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do 
not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 

 

MRDL 
MRDL: Maximum residual disinfectant level. The highest level of a disinfectant 

allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant 
is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

 

MNR MNR: Monitored Not Regulated  
MPL MPL: State Assigned Maximum Permissible Level  

 
For more information please contact:  
                      Contact Name: Ben Stacy 
Address: 802 Alumni Dr. 
Fairbanks, AK 99775 
Phone: 907-474-5352 
Fax: 907-474-5478 
E-Mail: bastacy@alaska.edu 
Website: www.uaf.edu/fs 
 
 


